THE GREAT STATE

merely the wage of a useful boiler-maker, but the
salary of a useless clerk, or the fee paid to a lawyer
for making a woman, much more moral than him-
self, confess her failings in the witness-box.

There is, of course, close connection between ill-
distribution and poverty of production, and attention
was specially directed to this in my Riches and
Poverty, Chapter XVIII, p. 251. Here I will only
point out in passing that the ill-distribution of the
national income must connote restriction of material
production, since the rich man, by reason of the
nature of his expenditure, calls out of production
into the region of hand-service arid luxury-providing
a considerable number of his fellow-creatures. A
better distribution of income would thus largely
increase material production by changing the char-
acter of expenditure; but much more than that is
needed to abolish material poverty.

SCIENCE HAS SOLVED THE PROBLEM OP PLENTY

No one who is acquainted with modern machine
production can fail to have been struck with the
extreme facility with which we can now fashion
material commodities. The scientist and the en-
gineer have put plenty at our disposal, if we care to
have it. It is not the fault of the inventor or the

90